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F oreword. 


The compilation of a detailed Report has not been possible 
during the War years, but in preparing one for 1946 we have 
followed the general principles of the layout previously used. 


The only additional new tables are those for hypertension in 
which our criterion was the occurrence of raised blood pressure 
without albuminuria, and uterine inertia which we feel deserves a 
separate table as it is so frequently a prominent cause of dystocia. 
We are aware that the criterion for separation of cases into the 
hypertensive or toxemic groups is open to question, but we feel 
that the presence or absence of albuminuria is the concrete dif- 
ference between the two pathological states. 


It is worthy of note that the over-all mortality, both booked 
and emergency, has continued to fall and is now 0.6% (being 13 
cases out of 2046 deliveries). 


The Obstetric Emergency Service has been in increasing 
demand during the War years and continues to play an important 
part in the reduction of maternal mortality. This is in large 
measure due to the facilities for blood transfusion, and the 
frequent use of stored blood is also reflected in the increasing 
number of transfusions carried out in Hospital. 
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E. L. NICOLSON, M.B., F.R.C.S.E., M.R.C.O.G., 


First Assistants in Obstetrics and Gynaecology, 
University of Durham. 
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1.—Ante-Natal Clinics. 
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Direct admision to Hospital from Clinic __...... 
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i11.—Extern Maternity. , 


Of the 300 patients attended by the hospital 300 were 
attended in their own homes and 3 of these were transferred to 


hospital. 
iS ENEINS  R aeere gr ey e taten in yet en a oD 
MEMES oie 2s!) [Civ getiee gdh bea a ea coven pts liners 
(NC OGRE AS Rae ice sah, AES ree WS na 
Transferred to Hospital after delivery (sub- 
sequently recorded as intern patients) __ ...... 


Transferred to Hospital after delivery ...0  ...... 


Admitted cases :— 


Retained placenta’ ... ©... 4a bees nee 1 
Retained placenta & P.P. Hi 22) eee 1 
Retained placenta after missed abortion ad- 

mitted tO" NiG, Hs (eaibee sO ee eee 1 


Presentations :— 


Vertex, anterior: position. “iain, anne eee 257 

Vertex, posterior position Sans. sues tei | 2 

Breech: ecco! / <7 -ssesst) : 3/oy taeeea tegen 4 

Pace noe. tek Yo Seat eae 1 
: Vertex. 0. Sao aati ee) 

oes (Breech >" a ane Ce : 

B.B.A. eS oe 2 27 


Complications (delivered cases not admitted to Hospital) :— 
Forceps deliveries |... /°. apes eee 8 
Retained plac@nta and Pi Pohl once 


Retained placenta’: a... 1 


Foetal complications :— 


Cerebral ‘hemorrhage 7 ee 


Congenital heart disease © un. 


Jaundices220 ©... See 


peek peek peeked 


Prematurity> 3.25) 5.3 


Foetal abnormalities :— 


Right lower 3 ribs displaced downwards _...... 1 
Three digits missing left hand wu, sees 


Infants :— 
Survived: >..." eae 
still-bicths: |. 2.0. ‘35 yee 3 
Macerated wat. “sc. “SOR ee ) 
6 
4 


eeeeee eee 


Died. ses cases 0 ca ee 
Admitted to Hospital 2.0000 i a eae 


There were no Maternal Deaths in the Extern Midwifery 
Service, and 9 babies died or were still-born, a foetal mortality of 
Oo. 
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NUMERICAL SUMMARY. 


Presentations :— 

4 BKD EM. TOTAL 
Anterior position of occiput _...... 1,437 273 1,710 
Posterior position of occiput __ ...... 80 42 122 
RU ecesee Yh avcetsh  y, annnee 56 67 123 
a ccc OT acaseal - ). dgbens 9 15 
By te! bhai | ASRS SA ed ie 1 0 1 
Vii SS Pea ee ce ee 14 21 
Se at bo enasns 28 23 51 


There were two sets of Triplets, both in Booked cases. There 
were 38 cases admitted either in false labour or for suspected ante- 
natal disease which was non-existent There was 1 case admitted 
for X-ray for confirmation of twin pregnancy, and 1 admitted with 
retained placenta which was expressed on admission and the patient 
sent home in good condition. 


BKD. EM. TOTAL 

Ante-partum hemorrhage 
Dereecciiental see 12 53 65 
(se), Placenta Previa i=... 12 33 45 
cs (0 a 65 27 92 
Preccciampiuc loxemia..... —...... 107 115 222, 
I 0S ee a 3 29 32 
Hyperemesis Gravidarum _...... 11 19 30 
EU PIGCARE ieee 0 tee 30 15 45 
Peteeroxic Vomiting = in5. 00 -u.. 1 4 5 
Sermroetred Pelvis <—— o lale 77 29 106 
Presentation and Prolapse of Cord 6 11 17 
Post-partum Hemorrhage ...... 25 Vis 62 
Manual Removal of Placenta _...... 18 30 48 
GEUCRRTICLELA icy eerste 2 20 22 


(This was only recorded as a specific 
diagnosis in the last 3 months of 1946) 


Blood Transfusion ee Ny BO 53 94 147 
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LACERATION OF THE PERINEUM. . 
1158 lacerations of the perineum required repair. Of these, 446 were 
episiotomies. 11 secondary sutures were performed. 


Production of Laceration 1st Degree 2nd Degree 5rd Degree Secondary Suture 
eh a forces: vertex ae cee aes is 297 353 10 5 
breech } 7 35 2 0 
twins ~ ees “58 oie 5 5 U 0) 
face wad ae a: Ne 1 5 1 i) 
version ae eee 0 1 0 0 
Forceps: 9 15 35 0 
17 580 16 3 
a 
713 
Episiotomy: vertex—spontaneous _ ... a e 181 3 
vertex—forceps 35 is are 198 4 
breech es ase mA ie 60 L 
face and brow cae i a 1 0 
twins aie 53 aa Ae 6 0 
446 8 


BORN BEFORE ARRIVAL IN HOSPITAL. 
9 cases were admitted following delivery outside. 8 were vertex deliveries 
(1 face to pubes with a 3rd degree laceration) and 1 was a normal twin delivery. 


RETROVERTED CRAVID UTERUS. 
There were 2 cases of this condition. Both occurred in primigravide (at 17 
and 14 weeks respectively) and in each case spontaneous replacement occurred after 
catheterisation. One case was re-admitted at the 36th week suffering from pyelitis. 


VERTEX PRESENTATION. 
1832 Cases of Vertex presentation occurred. The occiput was anterior in 1710, 
and posterior in 122. Of the posterior positions, 80 were Booked cases, and 42 
Emergencies. 


s 


The treatment and results of the posterior positions are detailed below. (Two sets 
of twins included). 


OCCIPITO-POSTERIOR POSITION. 


BOOKED CASES No. of Mothers Babies 

Cases L D L S/B D 

Spontaneous rotation and normal delivery Dae hema O ita, Maco vit, sald DOs sees cbs cisees O 
Spontaneous delivery face to pubes : 15 Ly aieed tO ED Sve Os sen 0 
Manual rotation and spontaneous delivery rN Ree Or Om tes nce, orca tess Digacs Oukeek 0 
Manual rotation and forceps delivery ... SO PEELS <iwcre lt Oleh eeohz cae) ca5, ine AOI TS.5 10. anes gO 
Spontaneous rotation and forceps melinery OF ee 0 GeO Os ce OP eet O 
Forceps delivery face to pubes 0 Cree. 0 Oil c2s- OM ee 0 
Version and extraction 1 UP er Uedeetates ) ote Avs A Renee Ab ae rn aan 
Cesarean section 0 Our 0 Oper. Octet O 
Destructive operation 0 Onan 0 Oiactit Ol naan O 
BO ir ay SOno a 70 6 6 


No Maternal Deaths. 12 babies died, or were still-born, a foetal mortality of 14.6% 


EMERGENCY CASES 


Spontaneous rotation and normal delivery Ant La Shee AL, 4 Dieeee sO 
Spontaneous delivery face to pubes = Sos Oe AO 3 PAR esc ail, 
Manual rotation and spontaneous delivery UPS OF 0 0 Osis 0 
Manual rotation and forceps delivery ... 260 Noe Ab weed 17 Oya 
Spontaneous rotation and forceps delivery Pc Bee 0 2 Oi 0 
Forceps delivery face to pubes : ape er Bien 0 3 Ocaeeeul) 
Version and extraction One Osa 26 0 Omer O 
Cesarean section Le Ls ce) O 0 Leet 
Destructive operation 1 ae 1... © 0 be) 

UV ANS striate Viele A 29 9 4 


There was one Maternal death, a mortality of 2.49%. 13 Babies died or were still- 
born, a Feetal mortality of 30.9%. 
Overall Maternal mortality, 0.89%. Overall Foetal mortality, 20.2%. 
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106 Cases of this complication were recorded during the year. 
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CONTRACTED PELVIS, 


were Booked Cases and 29 Emergencies. 


BOOKED 


EMERGENCY 


No. of 
Cases. 


145...Spencer-Wells .. 


74...Drew-Smythe 


2. 


Total 233 


..Spencer-Wells .. 


.. Queen 
Charlottes bag 
.. Spencer-Wells 


..Fingers 


CASES 

Treatment. 
Normal delivery 
Forceps delivery 
Cesarean section : 
Induction: normal delivery .. 
Induction: forceps xs 
Induction :Cesarean section 


CASES 

Normal delivery 

Forceps delivery 
Version - 

Oxsarean section... 
Induction: normal delivery .. 
Induction: forceps 


Induction:Czesarean section _ . 


Perforation 
Face delivery 


INDUCTION 


Method. Indication 


.Toxemia 
Eclampsia_... 
Hypertension 
Hypertension with 
Triplets 
Accidental 
Hemorrhage 
Placenta Previa 
Transverse lie 


Forceps 


Unstable presentation 


Cord presentation 
Contracted pelvis 
Cardiac disease 
Hydramnios .. 
Anzmia 

Post- -maturity 


Previous large baby x 


Large baby ... 
Bad _ obsteric 
history 
Chronic nephritis 
Not recorded 
...Foxemia 3 
Toxemia and 
disproportion 
Hypertension 
Accidental 
Hemorrhage 
Eclampsia 


Catheter 


Late toxic vomiting ... 


Contracted pelvis 
Hydramnios 
Cardiac disease 
Recurrent pyelitis 
Psychoneurosis 
Disseminated 
sclerosis 


Previous large baby . 


Maternal distress 
Not recorded 
-Hypertension 
Forceps and 

Drew-Smythe 

Catheter 

Toxemia 


. Toxemia 
Forceps and 

Queen Charlottes 

Ba 


g 
... Stomach Tube .. Post-maturity 


and Spencer- 

Wells Forceps 

.. Accidental 
Hemorrhage 


No. of Maternal 
Cases. 


68 
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233 


OF LABOUR. 


Fetal Result 
(abortions included 


Result. in S/B) 
L. L. S/B Mc 
POG Mes. Bee Oca et a 
Rous Pe eee Se 
AW We 24's eh ARR 
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oooo coo0c0°coeoceo oF oco°CCco oo oocococooooo NM coOoONW 
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Of these, 77 


. of Cases. 
6 


7 
62 


3 | 
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Remarks . 


...4 sets of twins. 


...One case had a previous 


Cesarean section. 


mh set of twins. 
...2 sets of twins. 


...Pwins. 


1 set of 
triplets. 
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FORCEPS. 


Forceps were successfully applied on 243 occasions. Of these, 140 were 
Booked Cases and 103 Emergencies. Twin Forceps deliveries are included, but 
are not noted separately in the Booked Cases. 


BOOKED CASES 


Results 

ee ee eee 

No. of Mothers Babies 
Cases Indication L D L S/B Mc 0) 
44 ...Prolonged 2nd stage : occiput anterior ane Be 44 ww — ep 40 SS 2 
BT ies He 4 ms due to occipito- posterior 27 — ... 24 Sou. 1 
~ vt > Sy, Ee due to occipito-transverse ue 55 L* ah So 2... — 2 
me 5 sp "e due to mento-anterior ope aie 1 —. 1 a= esa Bs 
18 ...Fotal distress : occiput anterior ag se ee 18 = FS lo... — 4 
7 ...Foetal distress due to occipito-posterior 7 sem 6.0 Ae — 1 
4 ...Pre-eclamptic toxzemia : ies 4 —. 3 os a 
1 ...Cardiac disease 1 — . 1 srt til ees ty 
2 ...After coming head 2 — 1 = — ex 
L 122 10 0 11 


140 139 


There was 1 Maternal death, a mortality of 0.7%. 21 Babies died or were still-born, 
a mortality of 14.7%. 


No. of Results 
L D L S/B Mc D 
Cases Indication ] Mothers Babies 
24 et Sika ie 2nd stage : occiput anterior Z a uae 24 20 5... 1 
23 - He os due to occipito- posterior ie pee 22 1 17 lw. = 5 
20 ae - BS a due to occipito-transverse 2 Se 29 — 20 Ce cue 3 
exits . rs », due to mento-anterior ae en 1 a — ae 1 
ee! - ba » due to mento- ould oe a 5 — tae Le —. 
13. ...Feetal distress : occiput anterior ... a aod xe 13 =~ 1B o.. — e = 
3 ...Fetal distress due to occipito posterior 3 — Lien 2.0.0 _ 
4 ...Pre-eclamptic toxemia and sino chen 3 1 Ape tes pie 2 — 
1 ...Placenta previa a -, wpe af Sia Lo... —. 1... — — 
2 ...Multiple pregnancy sa3 ee as aoe ast 2 _ 5 el eS ee — 
2 ...Cardiac disease : ae Zee Bit ie ea 1 1 Lee 1... — —_ 
2 ...After coming head 2 — 2 the eee _ 
103 100 3 81 ll 2 10 


There were 3 Maternal deaths, a mortality of 2.9%. 23 Babies died or were still- 
born, a mortality of 22.1%.» 


Overall Maternal mortality, 1.6%. Overall Foetal Mortality, 17.8%. 
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CAESAREAN 
This was performed on 115 occasions. 
8 Classical. 37 were repeat sections. 
indications: 


SECTION. 


107 were Lower Segment Sections and 


ich irk | nate sane 75 
AERESEEEN Fh Fe we ele tee 15 
ES a 6 
cs ae 5 
a Eire eY 2 
IIT ee zd ateee 1 
SS eo en 1 
MUR i ee 1 
Ene ee 1 
a iG a 1 
oe ee 1 
eee es 1 
REeetrrrOns ys) Cl i de ae a. 1 
CCE SY i 
Seeerrreeeeeetee a Ta i 
LS SES me 1 
Seq. Vulvectomy for Leukoplakia oa mg Oo) 1 

115 

Booked: Emergency: 

Lower Segment ...... 79 39 Lower Segment ...... 28 33 
SMASMICAI GE ji) LA. 3 ; Classical) = 6 i.e 5 
Anesthetics: 

Sreneral) i... 86 Local + General ...... 15 
Bea... 12 Not recorded” »” ...... 2 
Mortality: 
Cases 
Spec isa" %.,.. 82 Maternal deaths...... Nil 
Foetal deaths _...... re Foetal mortality 8.5% 
Emerpenay:  :..... 33 Maternal deaths...... Nil 
Foetal deaths _...... 4 Foetal mortality 12.1% 
Overall mortality ...... 115 Maternal deaths...... Nil Maternal mortality 0.0% 
PF oetamadeaths® )..... 1] Foetal. mortality D6, 


Cases 
Lower Segment Section: Booked 79 
Emergency 28 


”’ 3 ay 


107 


——~ 


Booked 3 
Emergency 5 


Total 


Classical Section: 


”) 7 


—_—_—__——— 


Total 


Foetal deaths 6 Fcetal mortality 7.6% 


4 Fer S co ity yl Os Zi 9 
aes Sc entice 
PNR AE nie Fe 
. yaa Lot dat 1, 20.0 % 
Mapa eon 
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ABDOMINAL HYSTEROTOMY. 


There were 14 cases in which Abdominal Hysterotomy was performed: of these, 


2 were Booked Cases and 12 were Emergency Admissions. 


BOOKED CASES 
it Age Gra- Matu- 

vida ens 
728 . 28... 2 ..: 14 


Indication Anesthetic Result Remarks 


...Mitral Stenosis ...Gas/Oxygen: Local ... L_ ...Post-operative Pneumonia: Cerebral 
Embolism with hemianopia: 
Sterilisation. 


«GA, ae .. L_...Sterilisation. Myomectomy. 
There were no Maternal or Foetal deaths. 


1001... 28°55... 24 &..Toxemia 


EMERGENCY eont 
33 . 30 


531... Ls: ...Severe Toxemia Local . L .,..P.P.H. Transfusion. 

638... 37 ... 2... 16 ...Severe Toxemia G.A, a adue ae 

728... 34....8 ... 18 ...Severe Toxemia G.A. . L ...““Burst Abdomen.’”’ 7th day re-suture 

738... 36....5 ... 18 ...Hypertension G.A. . L_...Sterilisation. Hypertension’ and 
previous eclampsia. P.P.H. 
Pulmonary Infarction. 

787... 30... 3... 16 ...Mitral Stenosis ... Local L_ ...Post-operative Broncho-pneumonia. 

788... 33... 4... 16 ...Parkinsonism Pe A: Lie: Oe . 

934... 32... 5... 16 ... Hypertension Ver L ...Sterilisation. 

1160... 21... 1... 16 ...Mitral Stenosis: . Local L_ ...Sterilisation. 

Aortic regurgitation 

1255... 37 ... 6... 26 ...Hypertension 1 GOA. L_...Sterilisation. 

1909... 27 ... 1 ...12 ...Pulmonary T’culosis...Local L 

2353... 27 ... 1 ..4 12 ...Pulmonary T’culosis...G.A. L 

£449... 31... 3... 10 ...Pulmonary T’culosis...G.A. L 


There were no Matinee asaeeee 


FETAL ABNORMALITY. 
22 cases of Foetal Abnormality occurred during the year. 
Hydrocephalus 


edeste  ~  wanwae ot ee ieee ee 


Hydrocephalus with spinal bifida and Talipes equino-varus 
Hydrocephalus with spinal bifida 
Anencephalus 
Meningocele 
Hydrops feetalis 
Talipes equino-varus 


eonsee + & < 3 weenee | 4) le Sueeee ns ee eee 


eswwes FS cermin 0 ey 


woamegc . >) a) mie 7 6). Oe ee eee 


ae OOK BS 


Hydramnios was present in 2 cases of anencephalus. 


PARACENTESIS CAPITIS. 
Paracentesis capitis was performed on 6 occasions for Hydrocephalus 
was Booked and 5 were Emergencies. There were no maternal deaths. 


1 case 


Reg. Age Gra- Matu- Indication Operation Result Remarks 
No. vida rity M.-C; 
1...31...141... 39 ... Hydrocephalus ...Paracentesis (perforation)...L...8/B...Retained placenta with man- 
ual removal. Abscess of 
thigh: drainage. 
115...23... 2 ...40+2 ... Hydrocephalus ..Paracentesis of A.C.H.  ...L...8/B...Spinal bifida. 
1371...35... 1... 40 ...Hydrocephalus ... Paracentesis ne Ain bosch) Rice 
1819...34... 1... 40 ...Hydrocephalus ... Paracentesis ..U...8/B..,Spinal bifida. 
1845...27... 1... 39 ...Hydrocephalus ... Paracentesis ..L...8/B...Spinal bifida. 
2626...26... 2... 40 ...Aydrocephalus ..Paracentesis ...L...8/B...Spinal bifida. 
EMBRYOTOMY. Pit 
Embryotomy was necessary in 4 Emergency Cases. There were no Maternal 
deaths. 
Reg. Age Gra- Matu- Indication Operation Result Remarks 
No. vida rity M. C. 
502...50... 1 ...404+1 ...R.0.P.: «Perforation, craniotomy, ...L...8/B...See Uterine tmertia No. 502. 
Contracted pelvis. cleidotomy 


Uterine inertia 
ONmpOO tL ose TAO 


a ek :Flat pelvis . ...Perforation, cleidotomy ...L...8/B...See F.F. 756. 
2202...46... 1... 240 ...Hydrocephalus: ..Perforation, cleidotomy ...L...8/B...Admitted via ‘Emergency 
Intrauterine death service.” 5 
2451,..22... 1... 40 ...Hvdrocephalus: ... Decapitation me .L...S9B...Fotus dead on admission. 


Transverse lie 
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MATERNAL MORBIDITY. 
Booked Cases. 


Deliveries and deaths undelivered  ....0 ws 1,615 

ES a 2 

TS OE a 81 

Deaths and morbidly pyrexial cases ke, eee 83 

8S LS Ren See a Ce na 5.1% 

CO OL ee 0.12% 

Mortality rate of all Booked Cases (including district) 0.10% 
Emergency Cases. 

Peeivyerreaana deaths undelivered (© ses, | ssa 431 

Ee cit ates fo wit eeu 11 

RUNES REOUCASCS Okeke tates 46 

Deaths and morbidly pyrexial cases ees, eee 57 

See 13.2% 

ES Te 2.57% 
Totals for Cases Delivered in Hospital. 

Deliveries and deaths undelivered Ab ras 2,046 

I Nicress8 pec ys cseene | naveee 13 

RCE CASES nea neste sana 127 

Deaths and morbidly pyrexial cases we, wees 140 

SMT enc LS) Secs Ff | sense) Ty) gestae 6.84% 

“Mortality Ne ee oicee e  tascee oi Ron ene 0.6% 


Cases Admitted after Delivery. 


Booked Cases. 


3 Booked Cases were admitted after delivery. 


Emergency Cases. 


21 Emergency Cases were admitted after delivery. 
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MATERNAL DEATHS. 


Booked Cases. 

1. 319. iv-gravida. Age: 35 years. Mitral Stenosis: Auri- 
cular Fibrillation: Congestive Cardiac Failure. This patient was 
first seen at the ante-natal clinic at 32 weeks cyesis and admitted 
for observation: there were no signs of congestive failure but she 
required digitalis to control the auricular fibrillation. She was 
discharged after 13 days much improved. She was re-admitted in 
premature labour 6 weeks later and delivered normally of a living 
male child weighing 6lbs 100zs. Uterine Sepsis occurred but 
responded to Sulphonamides, the temparature and pulse being 
normal for 4 days before a sudden congestive failure occurred on 
the 11th day of the pueperium, which failed to respond to medical 
treatment. There was no post-mortem confirmation of the clinical 
findings. 


2. 1732. i-gravida. Age 32. Post-partum hemorrhage 
and Cardiac Failure. After a normal pregnancy supervised by the 
hospital ante-natal clinic this woman was admitted in labour 45 
minutes after rupture of the membranes. Pains began at the time 
of admission and labour progressed satisfactorily, the first stage 
lasting 19 hours. After 2 hours in the second stage delivery was 
effected by the forceps after a mid transverse position of the occiput 
had been converted to an anterior one by manual rotation. The 
forceps delivery was easy an episiotomy being performed, and 35 
minutes after delivery of the living child, the placenta and mem- 
branes were expelled complete. There was, however, a post-partum 
hemorrhage estimated at between 1 and 2 pints. Half an hour 
later, collapse occurred, there was no response to the injection of 
drugs and death took place. Autopsy shewed that death was due 
to acute cardiac failure and post-partum hemorrhage. 


Emergency Cases. 

3. 11. ii-gravia. Age 39 years. Pre-eclampsia and 
Obstetric shock. This patient was admitted 5 hours after delivery 
in a critical state with an imperceptible pulse and unrecordable 
blood pressure. Her history was of a normal pregnancy to within 
a fortnight of the onset of labour, then headache and swelling of 
the legs occurrred. Spontaneous onset of labour occurred on 
1.1.46 and a baby, which was still-born, was delivered 16 hours 
later: she was admitted with a retained placenta. Her general 
condition was extremely poor; the placenta was expelled with ease 
and there were no signs of gross blood loss but she died in #-hour 
without any response to resuscitation. Post-mortem diagnosis 
was a combination of toxemia of pregnancy and shock. 


4. 95. i-gravida. Age 24 years. Congenital Heart 
Disease: Acute Cardiac Failure. This patient was admitted at 36 
weeks pregnancy with cardiac disease for medical treatment. On 
admission there were no signs of cardiac failure other than slight 
oedema: there was no history of cardiac decompensation or of 
symptoms of toxemia. P. 96, R. 20, B.P. 120/80, Urine N.A.D. 
On examination there was a rough systolic murmur loudest at the 
base of the heart but also audible at the apex. 48 hours after ad- 
mission she collapsed suddenly with a cyanotic attack. She 
recovered from this but 22 hours later she had another which 
proved rapidly fatal. She died undelivered and the post-mortem 
examination revealed a patent interventricular septum. 


75. 


5. 121. i-gravida. Age 37 years. Shock: Post-partum 
Hemorrhage: Paralytic Ileus, after prolonged labour. This patient 
was admitted after 41 hours of labour and though her general 
condition was noted as very good there were signs of toxemia. 
(B.P. 180/90, Urine Albumen + +). The membranes had ruptured 
34 days before the onset of pains. On admission the Cervix was 4 
dilated and pains continued infrequently and of poor quality till full 
dilation was achieved 4 days later: delivery was effected by manual 
rotation from a persistant occipito-posterior position and forceps 
extraction. The baby was still-born. 1 hour later the placenta 
was expelled with moderate blood loss but following this the patient 
collapsed. She failed to respond to resuscitation and died 15 
minutes later. Post-mortem examination revealed the conditions 

noted above. 


6. 317. i-gravida. Age 33years. Auricular Fibrillation: 
Mitral Stenosis: Congestive Cardiac Failure. This patient was 
admitted at 64 months pregnancy with congestive cardiac failure. 
This failed to respond to medical treatment and, becoming pro- 
gressively worse, the patient died j6 days after admission of 
congestive cardiac failure. She was undelivered. 


7. 1331. v-gravida. Age 44 years. Gangrenous 
Appendicitis: General Peritonitis. This patient was admitted from 
the Ante-natal clinic at 34 weeks with a 5 day history of right-sided 
abdominal pain: she had begun vomiting in the last 24 hours and 
had felt no fcetal movements. She presented the signs and symp- 
toms of acute appendicitis and this was confirmed at operation 
when a gangrenous appendix was removed and the wound closed 
with drainage. She delivered a still-born foetus 48 hours later 
and appeared to improve on Chemotherapy but finally showed signs 
of ileus and, in spite of gastric aspiration and intravenous therapy 
she became worse and died on 4th day after operation. 


8. 1506. ii-gravida. Age 23. Heart Disease. Admitted 
with cardiac failure, 28 weeks pregnant. She was gravely decom- 
pensated on admission, pulse rate 120 per minute, cyanotic, vomiting 
and with cedema of the lower extremities extending up to the waist. 
The physical findings in the heart indicated a congenital pulmonary 
lesion. Delivery took place shortly after admission and her con- 
dition slightly improved, but after the vomiting of blood-stained 
fluid, she became unconscious and died 24 hours after coming into 
hospital. There was a history of the patient having a ‘‘heart con- 
dition’’ since birth. 


9. 1711. i-gravida. Age 25. Diabetic Coma. This 
patient had had no ante-natal care and went into labour at about 
36 weeks. By the time a midwife and a doctor arrived the woman 
was collapsed and suffering from air hunger. On admission to 
hospital she was delivered of a macerated foetus. In spite of treat- 
ment the coma recurred and she died within 24 hours. 


10. 1717. i-gravida. Age 32. Eclampsia. Admitted as 
an epileptic in labour. Patient was unconscious and restless and 
almost immediately had a fit lasting 5 minutes. The urine boiled 
solid and the blood pressure 2 hours after admission was 180/98. 
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28 hours after admission she was delivered by the forceps of a still- 
born macerated child, but there was no appreciable improvement 
in her condition and death occurred some 24 hours later. 


11. 1906. i+i-gravida. Age 30. Mitral Stenosis. This 
patient’s pregnancy was fairly normal until about the 20th week 
when she began to notice that she was becoming breathless. She 
had several attacks of palpitation. At about the 32nd week, 
cedema appeared and from this point her condition began to deteri- 
orate. She was very dyspneeic on admission and examination showed 
well-marked mitral stenosis with slight cardiac enlargement, and 
the liver was enlarged to an extent of three finger breadths below 
the cosial margin. Five days after admission she went into 
labour and was delivered by the forceps under local anesthesia as 
soon as she was fully dilated. The child was still-born. Following 
delivery there was improvement in her condition, but 4 days post- 
partum she collapsed, the auricles at this time fibrillating. There 
was some further improvement after this for some days, but she 
then became delirious and pyrexia appeared (urinary infection). On 
the day before she died, pulmonary cedema became evident and on 
the day of death the temperature rose to 106° and she became coma- 
tose. Signs of pulmonary cedema became more marked and death 
supervened. An autopsy confirmed the presence of mitral stenosis 
due to healed rheumatic valvulitis, and in addition a hemorrhagic 
inflammation of the whole urinary tract was present. 


. 


12. 2061. i-gravida. Mitral Stenosis. When 8 years old 
this patient had rheumatic fever. From that time her activities 
had always been limited. When she was 5 months pregnant she 
had several attacks of heemoptysis and marked cedema of the feet 
appeared. A week or two later she was admitted to The Royal 
Victoria Infirmary, and, after 5 days there was transferred to this 
hospital. On admission she was dyspneeic, but there was only 
moderate cedema. The liver was enlarged to 4 finger breadths 
below the costal margin. Three days after admission she showed 
fibrillation, dyspnoea had increased and there had been further 
hemoptysis. Her condition deteriorated and two days later she 
died, undelivered. 


13. 2115. iv-gravida. Acute Yellow Atrophy. Admitted 
as a case of hypertension and albuminuria. She had been unwell 
throughout pregnancy, but vomiting had not begun until the day 
of admission. Her general condition was very poor; dry tongue, 
sordes, cold skin, B.P. 270/170. The urine was loaded with 
albumen. There was no jaundice but the liver dullness was thought 
to be diminished. Venesection was carried out and a glucose drip set 
up. The following day some retinal hemorrhages were noted, and 
one day later spontaneous abortion occurred. No improvement 
resulted following miscarriage and death occurred 36 hours later. 
An autopsy was not obtained. 
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